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Samford senior Sandra Kindred-Williams
and fellow graduates pause to enjoy the
moment following commencement
exercises May 20. See page 22.
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Reliving aFond Ritual

(44 his must be the place,” my mother
said to me on dozens of occasions
as | pulled the car into the garage,
bringing her the few blocks from her
home to ours for dinner, for a Sunday
afternoon visit or simply to sit with Riley, our
daughter, as Jeanna and | attended an event on
campus. She used the phrase in her twilight
years, as she began to slip from us. “Yes, here we
are,” | would reply. First, | found the repetition
mildly annoying. Later, I learned to cherish the
ritual. Now, two years after her death, the phrase
brings a lump to my throat.

For many of us, swept away by the transi-
tory nature of our lives, we find comfort in a
sense of place. These past three decades, I've
found my place in a little town in Arkansas, first
as a student at Ouachita Baptist University, and
then as a member of the Ouachita staff. There |
met and married my wife, there we raised our
daughter, there I made more friends than a man
could ever hope to have, and there | poured my
life into my work. When the moving van arrived
a few days ago, it was difficult to say goodbye.

In recent months, however, my family has
been called to a different place, with new
challenges and new opportunities. We already
have discovered that our lives will be blessed
with hundreds of relationships. Just as in the
past, I'll have to rely on an army of friends to
advance the cause of an institution that I love.
I'm filled with enthusiasm as | begin my work.

I could almost hear my mother as | pulled
into the garage a few days ago. “This must be the
place.” Samford. Birmingham. Alabama. “Yes,
here we are.”

We couldn’t be happier.

As always, please keep Samford in your
prayers.

Andrew Westmoreland
President
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Samford Names Recital Hall
for Jane Hollock Brock

amford University will name its

new recital hall for the wife of a

longtime trustee and

Birmingham financial leader

who cofounded Central Bank,
now Compass Bank.

The new building, scheduled to
open this fall, will be Jane Hollock Brock
Hall. It is named for the wife of retired
banker Harry B. Brock, Jr., who has been
a leading member of the Samford board
for more than four decades.

The Samford University Board of
Trustees named the building in recog-
nition of the Brock family’s long years of
support of the university, according to
Samford President Emeritus Thomas E.
Corts. The Brocks have generously
supported Samford over the years with
their philanthropy and have used their
influence to gain support for the school
from others, he noted.

“Samford has no finer friends than
Harry and Jane Brock,” said Dr. Corts.
“In a busy career, Harry has chaired
major committees, chaired the board of
trustees, chaired a major successful
campaign and been one of our major
donors. Jane kept making it possible for
Harry to be Harry—not an easy job!
This building is a trophy for this campus
and a fabulous tribute from a devoted
husband to his wife.”

The Brocks’ son, Harry Brock 111, is
also a member of the Samford board.
Mrs. Brock’s late great-uncle, Peyton A.
Eubank of Birmingham, was an 1897
graduate of Samford (then Howard
College) and a longtime Samford
trustee. He was the school’s Alumnus of
the Year in 1947.

The Jane Hollock Brock Hall,
located adjacent to Wright Center and
Buchanan Hall, will house a 300-seat
recital hall, a rehearsal suite for Samford
orchestral and band programs, and an
instrumental teaching center. The
centerpiece of the $8 million building

Workmen strive to complete the exterior of Samford’s new recital hall, set to open this fall.

will be the recital hall with its state-of-
the-art acoustics.

The new facility will house teaching,
practice and rehearsal facilities for
Samford’s Wind Ensemble, Marching
Band, Orchestra, chamber ensembles,
Percussion Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble.

Dr. Corts, closing his 23-year
tenure as Samford president, recalled the
longtime support of Brock on the
Samford board.

“It was Harry Brock who first
showed me around Birmingham and
extolled its charms until I was persuaded
to consider moving here,” he said.
“Without saying ‘Yes’ to every sug-
gestion, he has been a major force on the
board and an ever-affirming friend. He
and Jane Brock are a grand couple,
whose devotion to one another is as
exemplary as it is rare. Everyone is

pleased that their presence will hover
over Samford for decades to come.”

“Instrumental faculty and students
have long labored under adverse con-
ditions, but no longer will this be the
case,” said retiring Samford School of
Performing Arts Dean Milburn Price,
who helped define the needs of the new
building and worked with architects in
planning stages. “The new building, Jane
Hollock Brock Hall, will provide a
wonderful new home for our music
programs.”

See photo on back cover.



by William Nunnelley

Seeking ‘a Shared
Vision’ for Samford

Westmoreland becomes 18th President

r. Andrew Westmoreland, a lifelong
educator, spent the spring studying a
new topic: Samford University. He
wanted to know as much as possible
about Samford and its people before
succeeding Dr. Thomas Corts as president June 1.

He made several trips to campus. He read
everything he could on Samford. He talked to as
many people as possible about his new institution.

“1 did a lot of listening,” he said. “It helped
me get a handle on Samford, the institution.”

What surprised
him the most in this
process?

“It did not sur-
prise me, but what
impressed me the
most was the open-
ness of Samford,”
he said. “The

community at

every turn

offered a warm
reception. People

were quick to volun-
teer to help in many
ways.”

The new president,

Samford’s 18th, will

continue the process with

Westmoreland chats with
Samford students.
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a series of receptions and meetings over the
summer. He also will begin meeting with
Samford’s external community of alumni,
business people, Alabama Baptists and others.

Westmoreland had been president of
Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Ark.,
since 1998 and a staff member since 1979 when
the Samford board of trustees named him in
January to succeed Corts. He and his wife, Jeanna,
and daughter, Riley, moved to Birmingham in late
May.

His emphasis on meeting people typifies
Westmoreland’s approach. High visibility,
especially on campus, is important to him.

“To some extent, it's symbolic,” he said. “The
president should be seen on campus. But | draw
tremendous energy from the process. I'll be in the
cafeteria and the classroom
buildings regularly.”

He learned one
thing about this
process during his
eight years as
Ouachita president.

“You have to
schedule time
todo

i5e SO



this, or all the responsibilities of being president
will preclude it”

Such involvement is one reason
Westmoreland taught a political science course at
Ouachita during his presidency.

“I taught years ago,” he said, “but quit when |
was heading the Ouachita fund-raising division. It
was very important for me to be in the classroom,
so | began teaching again when | became presi-
dent. | taught American national government.”

Did teaching ever get burdensome,
sandwiched between presidential responsibilities?

“Never,” he said. “There is not any higher
high than leaving the classroom knowing that you
did a good job that day.”

He plans to continue his teaching at
Samford, but not this fall.

Westmoreland comes to a larger and more
complex institution. Ouachita has 1,500 students,
all undergraduates, while Samford has 4,500
students and a variety of postgraduate programs.
How will this affect his leadership style?

“The difference in size has not worried me,”
he said, “but the question has come up several
times, causing me to reflect on it. | don’t think it
will make a difference. | attended a deans’
meeting at Samford and found it very similar to a
deans’ meeting at Ouachita. People generally are
very interested in their own programs, but also in
the overall program. What you have to do as
president is keep the larger picture in mind.”

He added, “That doesn’t mean that | know
everything about a pharmacy school, for example.
But I like to ask questions, and that gives me
another opportunity to learn.”

Westmoreland said he would support the
work of Alabama Baptists however and wherever
possible.

“Jeanna, Riley and | will become active in a
local church in Birmingham, and we’ll reach out
for support for Samford from other Baptists
across the state,” he said. “It will be important for
me to be in my home church on a regular basis,
but | hope to be in at least 20 other churches each
year, getting to know people and telling the
Samford story.”

Westmoreland enjoys writing, but even
though he is author of the book Leading by
Design, much of his output now is for speeches
and reports. He wrote speeches for his
predecessor at Ouachita, former president Ben
Elrod, for eight years.

“I joked with him the other day that |
thought I had given him all my best stuff,”
Westmoreland said with a chuckle.

Westmoreland reads broadly and in cycles.
I’'m in a nonfiction mode,” he said this spring.
e recently read The World Is Flat by Thomas
riedman; Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared
lamond; and The City of Falling Angels by John
rendt. “Sometimes in traveling, I'll read
hatever | can pick up at the airport.”

He also describes himself as a sports fan with

particular favorite among sports.

The new Samford president said earlier that
he and his family were “excited beyond measure
as we contemplate the new relationships that
await us” at Samford. The Westmorelands enjoy
entertaining groups—students, faculty, alumni,
friends—and look forward to doing so in
Birmingham. They reside in a Greystone home
given to Samford by trustee Jenna Cassese and her
husband, Joe.

“It’s far too big for our family,” he said, “but
perfect for entertaining groups of 40 or 50
people”

One way Westmoreland sought to learn more
about Samford was by encouraging faculty, staff,
alumni and friends to e-mail him their Samford
stories.

“Dozens of people responded with their
stories, some long and some short,” he said.
“There were some humorous responses. Earlier, |
had joked about my first name, Theron, which |
don’t often use, but the “T” is part of my Samford
e-mail address, so | felt I needed to explain it. A
number of people e-mailed me to tell me about
Therons they had known.

“I thought the response to this opportunity
was good. It provided some texture to my getting
to know Samford.”

As Westmoreland moves into the Samford
presidency, he answers questions about his vision
for Samford this way:

“l don’'t have a list of one, two, three. | want
Samford to be as strong as it can be, but | want to
arrive at a shared vision after consultation with all
stakeholders. Ideally, our people will have owner-
ship of the vision we adopt.”

He adds that his “overarching theme” for the
future is for Samford to maintain its devotion to
engagement and service.

“That’s what Christians ought to do,” he said.
“We should serve as role models for engagement
and service for our students and for the larger
society. I'll support that idea with my rhetoric and
with my action.”

The new president
visits with Samford
ministerial mentors.
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Arena blamed for /

ete Hanna Arena is the name
designated for Samford’s $32-
million sport-fitness and
special-events center. The
Samford University Board of
Trustees chose to honor Hanna, owner,
president and chief executive officer of
Hanna Steel Corporation of Fairfield, Ala.

The announcement was made April
20 at a retirement dinner for Samford
President Thomas Corts. The structure
is a cornerstone of almost $100 million
in campus improvements planned and
underway.

Samford broke ground on the arena
structure in January, and the anticipated
completion date is the fall of 2007.

“Pete Hanna is one of the outstanding
unheralded citizens of this community,”
said Dr. Corts. “He has a great heart.
This man has done more quiet, uknown
charitable kindnesses than any man |
know. That makes it all the more fitting
that Samford honor him in this way. He
has built a business on Christian prin-
ciples and on concern for his employees—
all the while, helping others.”

Pete Hanna played football for
Samford during the 1950s, and scored
one of the first touchdowns on what
would become Seibert Field during the
1958 season, before the stadium was
complete.

Entering the family business started
by his father, Gen. Walter J. “Crack”
Hanna, he bought his first stock in the
company in 1962 and eventually bought

the company itself in 1984. Today, the
highly successful firm consists of a steel
tubing division, a painted steel product
division and Hanna Truck Line, which
delivers the products.

Samford Vice President for
University Relations Michael Morgan
said, “Mr. Hanna’s commitment to
Samford has given an explosive burst of
energy to fund-raising for our campaign.”

Hanna said, “I never expected to see
my name on a university building. The
only person more surprised might be my
English teacher, Professor [Lizette] Van
Gelder. She would be amazed that one of
the ruffians she tried to teach had been
recognized in this way.”

Hanna said he had been “blessed
beyond my fondest dreams” and that he
supported Samford because he wanted it
to “continue to be outstanding as an
academic university and a Christian
university.”

Pete Hanna discusses his
reasons for supporting
Samford at the retirement
dinner for Thomas Corts.

Builders work on foundational walls for
Pete Hanna Arena May 26. Go to
www.samford.edu for progress updates.

Pete Hanna, extreme right, takes a
pitchout and races to one of the first
Samford touchdowns on what became
Seibert Field. This 1958 game came before
the east stands were added to the stadium.
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Westmoreland Announces

Administrative Appointments

Andrew Westmoreland has

announced two administrative
appointments.

Dr. J. Bradley Creed, Samford’s
provost since 2002, will have the added
title of executive vice president. Creed
will have more direct involvement with
day-to-day operations in addition to
serving as chief academic officer.

Dr. Sarah C. Latham will become
assistant to the president. Latham will
oversee research and planning initiatives
for the university, and will assist
Westmoreland with management of the
president’s office.

Both appointments are effective
immediately.

“As | have come to know members
of the senior staff during the transition, |
have been impressed with their com-
petence and their keen understanding of
Samford’s role within the framework of
higher education,” Westmoreland said.
“In particular, during these early days of
my Samford tenure, I'm grateful to Dr.
Creed and Dr. Latham for their willing-
ness to shoulder additional responsi-
bilities. They will make significant
contributions as we continue to build on
the strong foundations that are in place.”

S amford University President

Brad Creed

Sarah Latham

Creed joined the Samford staff and
faculty in 2001 as associate provost and
professor of religion. He was promoted
to provost in 2002 following the retire-
ment of Joe Lewis. A native Texan, he
previously was dean of Baylor
University’s George W. Truett
Theological Seminary. He has degrees
from Baylor and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Latham has been Samford’s director

of institutional research since 2002. A
California native, she earned degrees at

the University of Alabama at Birmingham

and Florida State University. She is
coordinating the university’s current
self-study process for accreditation affir-

mation with the Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools [SACS].

Samford’s Melinda Toole Wins Miss Alabama

ay graduate Melinda

Toole recently received a
teaching job offer from
Homewood City Schools, but
she will put off her classroom
career for a year while she
serves as Miss Alabama.

The reigning Miss
Samford became the latest
Samford graduate to win the
annual scholarship pageant. She
was crowned June 10 in Samford’s
Wright Center.

Eventually, Toole will use the
$11,350 she earned in the pageant to

Melinda Toole

she wants to teach at least a
year before entering graduate
school. Her goal is to teach
reading and to serve as a
positive role model.

can be hard for children to
ety, we’re constantly plagued

She performed an Italian love song,
“Time to Say Goodbye,” in the pageant.

work on a master’s degree, but

“Reading is something that
learn,” she said. “And as a soci-

with a lack of good role models.”
Toole, from Birmingham, is a singer.

Samford Health-care
Interpreter Program
Cited as Most
Distinguished in
Southeast

Interpreter Training [HIT]

certificate program was named
the 2006 Distinguished Noncredit
Program in the Southeast by the
Association of Continuing Higher
Education [ACHE].

The program, which trains indi-
viduals who are bilingual in English
and Spanish to become qualified
interpreters in a medical setting, is
offered as a Samford After Sundown
course in Samford’s Metro Programs.
Samford After Sundown courses are
open to anyone.

Each year, ACHE recognizes one
program in each region based on
originality and innovation in terms of
its audience, delivery, promotion,
collaboration and contents, and
success in achieving established goals
and objectives.

Samford’s HIT certificate
program was introduced in the fall
of 2004, and the first 21 students
completed the program in the spring
of 2005.

“These interpreters are now
better equipped to bridge the
communication divide between
health-care providers and limited-
English-proficient patients,” said
Samford After Sundown Director
Katie Crenshaw, who accepted the
award at the ACHE Region VII con-
ference in Fort Worth, Texas, in April.
Region VII includes colleges and
universities in 10 Southeastern states.

A second HIT offering will begin
in September 2006 and conclude in
April 2007. Classes meet on Tuesday
evenings and alternating Saturdays.
The program includes both traditional
classroom activities and field experi-
ence. For information, call the
Samford After Sundown office at
(205) 726-2898.

S amford University’s Health-care

CAMPUS
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amford’s roots in Perry County

are deep, dating to the school’s

1841 founding as Howard

College in the county seat of

Marion, Ala. Many ties—both
emotional and physical—to Alabama’s
rural Black Belt were severed when the
institution moved to Birmingham in
1887.

In the last three
years, however, that
century-long discon-
nection has been
replaced with a constant
stream of students and
faculty traveling the 78
miles from suburban
Birmingham, down
pleasant country roads,
to the area that has one
of the nation’s highest
poverty rates.

The visitors take
with them tools of their

Samford in

Perry

by Mary Wimberley
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trade, be it blood-pressure gauges,
glucose monitors or computer software,
and a seemingly boundless supply of
energy and genuine love for the people.
For two years, the Old Howard 100
Bike Ride, sponsored by Samford’s
college of arts and sciences, has brought
hundreds of bicyclists and their bikes to
the area and raised several thousand
dollars to benefit local
programs. Soon, a new
Perry County Study Center
will open in a house
Samford recently purchased
in downtown Marion.
Perry County is one
of 12 counties in Alabama’s
Black Belt, so named for
the color of the dark, rich
soil. Once prosperous, the
now economically depressed
counties have high rates of
poverty, illiteracy and
- infant mortality.

A Variety of Programs Helps the Black Belt Area

Right: Samford Vice President for
Business Affairs Bill Mathews,
left, English professor Steven
Epley and core curriculum
instructor Nancy Biggio chat
outside Samford’s Perry County
Study Center. Epley will teach a
service-learning course related to
Perry County’s needs this fall.
Biggio is the center’s first director.
Top: Samford students Jessica
Baril and Sarah Fort help lead a
fun fest for Perry County children.




Seeds for Samford’s new interest in
its mother county were planted in late
2002, when Mart Gray, then executive
director of the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, met with Samford adminis-
trators and campus leaders. He spoke of
the many needs in Perry County and the
work of CBF’s Sowing Seeds of Hope, a
venture to boost the area’s economic
development and education resources.

Ideas began to form almost
immediately, recalls Minister to Students
April Robinson, who attended the
meeting along with Samford President
Thomas E. Corts, Vice President J.
William Mathews, Jr. and others.

During the next spring break, a
dozen students participated in a three-
day mission trip to Perry County
sponsored by Student Ministries in
partnership with Sowing Seeds of Hope.

..'I:IIIII.IIII|-'|-' (1]

“It was a balance of education and
action,” recalled Robinson. The volun-
teers cleaned and mowed the Marion
city cemetery, painted downtown
storefronts and worked at a library in
neighboring Uniontown. As they
labored, they learned about the people
and needs of the area.

Soon after, the Perry County
Advisory Council was organized on
campus to fuel interest and keep the
county on the minds of the Samford
community. At about the same time,
funding support from a $2 million Lilly
Grant, designated for programs that
explore the intersection of theology and
vocation, came available.

The grant, administered through
the Samford in Mission office, has made
many projects possible.

cont. on page 10

Pharmacy student Tonya Thornton Glover talks with a Perry
County resident at a diabetes support group meeting.

Helping to Ease
Diabetics’ Plight

he story of Harry, the devoted

Howard College janitor who died
while saving many students’ lives in an
1854 dormitory fire in Marion, Ala.,
impressed pharmacy professor Gary
Bumgarner when he arrived at Samford
in 2001.

“Harry’s giving of self for the
betterment of others is at the core of
pharmacy practice,” explained Bumgarner.

The compelling bit of Samford
history became the heart of a unique
relationship between Samford’s
McWhorter School of Pharmacy and
members of Perry County’s large
diabetic population.

While spending a spring break with
Student Ministries volunteers in Perry
County, Bumgarner recognized a
dramatic need for diabetes education in
the area. According to Bumgarner,
Alabama has the greatest incidence of
diabetes in the nation, and Perry County
has the third-highest incidence of the
state’s 67 counties.

The statistics almost screamed for
pairing with an existing curriculum
requirement that pharmacy students
engage in special research during their
senior year.

With the help of Frances Ford,
Perry County health-care coordinator
(now executive director) of Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship’s Sowing Seeds of
Hope, 12 diabetics were invited to form
a support group.

“We focused on being their friends,”
said Bumgarner, adhering to a former
colleague’s wisdom that “Before they
care how much you know, they want to
know how much you care.”

In their monthly meetings, group
members learn about the disease and
realize they’re not alone. Family
members, who often are faced with

Diabetes cont. on page 10
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Diabetes cont. from page 9

overseeing medication and dietary
needs, also are encouraged to attend,
says Bumgarner.

In November, to celebrate
Thanksgiving, the group met for a
restaurant meal. “That helped them
learn that you can still eat out as a
diabetic,” said Bumgarner.

The learning works two ways. For
the pharmacy students, it helps them
remember why they chose to go into
pharmacy in the first place. “It connects
the head back to the heart,” said
Bumgarner.

“The biggest thing for the students
is that they are learning communication
skills and learning to connect to patients.
They learn how to listen,” he continued.

Three students, Tonia Thornton
Glover, Latricha Hagler and Rosa
Pettway, all 2005 Pharm.D. graduates,
helped initiate the first support group.

Their work has been carried on
most recently by Demetri Holmes, a
May '06 Pharm.D. graduate who spent
the second Saturday of each month
during his senior year in Perry County.

“The key is to take what you've
learned during class and put it in a way
where the patients want to control their
diabetes and become motivated to
change their behaviors,” says Holmes.

The experience has taught him how
to counsel a variety of patients, says
Holmes, 28, who has had Type |
(juvenile) diabetes for years.

This year, Holmes and Bumgarner
engaged the help of nurse practitioners
in Samford’s Ida V. Moffett School of
Nursing graduate program, who per-
formed blood tests and discussed the
clinical manifestations of the disease.

Pharmacists and nurse practitioners
working together is a good thing, says
Bumgarner. “Cross-discipline inter-
action is big in the health-care setting,
and in rural areas such as Perry County,
a pharmacist/nurse practitioner team
can go a long way in filling huge gaps in
health care,” he said.

Since December, Holmes’ Saturdays
in the Black Belt have gotten longer.
After the one-hour session in Marion,
he drives west to Sumter County, where
he has started another support group
for diabetics.

Samford pharmacy alumnus Eddie
Davis "85 provides conference room
space at his York drugstore and mails
meeting notices to local diabetics.

At both sites, spirituality is an
important component of the sessions,
which begin and end with prayer.

cont. from page 9

Grant monies have enabled
students like Samford junior Vikki
Willis to put her genuine calling to
assist the people of the Black Belt into
action. In May, the biology/nursing
double major completed her second
year as an intern in Perry County.

During that time, she organized
special projects ranging from a clothing
bank to a book give-away. She organized
the 2006 Student Ministries spring
mission trip, during which students
visited public schools, held health
screenings and worked at the downtown
thrift store. The volunteers also met
with community leaders, including
Sowing Seeds of Hope Executive
Director Frances Ford and Judson
College President Dr. David Potts '72,
M.S.E.78.

Willis used her health-care back-
ground to assist Sandifer-Stech in creating
a unique Care is Calling program for
students in health-related majors.

About 35 students in Samford’s
health-care disciplines of pharmacy,
premedicine, nursing, and exercise
science and sports medicine partici-
pated in the first Care is Calling, which
offered an intense look at integrating

faith and vocation. During the spring
semester, students met in special
workshops on the topic. The goal, said
Willis, was that students be “challenged

¥
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Samford student Melinda Toole visits with
children at a Christmas party for Perry
County youngsters.

to think of serving and living life
beyond themselves.”

The 2006 Care is Calling project
culminated with an extensive health fair
at Marion’s Berean Baptist Church
following the April 23 Sunday worship
service. During the two-hour fair, the
Samford team screened 32 adults for
vision, hypertension, temperature, pulse
rates and height/weight. There was a
diabetes education booth and a pedi-
atric screening station for youngsters.




Student-built Ramps Make Elderly More Mobile

wo elderly Perry County residents are now
much more mobile, thanks to the efforts of
students in a Samford medical sociology class.

The spring semester course included the
usual class lectures, note-taking and exams,
but for the students, the highlight was a
hands-on service-learning project. That’s how
two wheelchair-dependent residents gained
much-needed ramps for their homes.

The course, taught by sociology professor
Dr. Robin Roberts, covers aspects of health,
sickness, and the sociology of human develop-
ment and interactions when people encounter
medicine.

Before the work day in Perry County,
students spent a day confined to wheelchairs,
recording their thoughts and experiences in a
journal.

Claire Dorsey recalls the trip to the
wooden house where they built the ramp with
double handlebars with smoothed edges for
easy access and mobility.

“l used many tools | had never had a
need to use before,” said Dorsey, who
mastered a nail gun and an automatic saw.

She also spent time thinking about the
woman who would enjoy the ramp and her
life in the middle of nowhere in Perry County
all by herself. “How difficult life must be, all
alone and handicapped,” observed Dorsey, a
senior sociology major from Garland, Texas.

“My heart was so pleased and proud of
what we were doing in Perry County that day.
I realize that it was only one wheelchair ramp
for one elderly lady. But this ramp could really
affect her daily life. She could make it outside
more easily and on a more frequent basis.”

While the ramp may be a blessing for the
woman who received the ramp, Dorsey said,
“We were blessed just as equally.”

“Not only do we get to be a part of
helping another, but we also had the extreme
privilege of following the calling of a Christian
lifestyle.”

“Because of the disparities of
health care within Perry County, SIM’s
Care is Calling program has the
wonderful opportunity to build bridges
between patients and the free clinics
Samford offers,” observed Willis.

Many Samford health-care students
and faculty are already regular visitors
to Perry County, where they undertake
projects as varied as the health-care
needs of its residents.

Twice a month, exercise science and
sports medicine students, led by ESSM
department chair Dr. Charles D.
“Chuck” Sands 1V, conduct blood-
pressure screenings at the local grocery
store. They supply the data to pharmacy
professor Dr. Charles D. Sands 111, who
takes pharmacy students each
Wednesday to Marion to conduct
hypertension clinics. They follow up
with patients whose blood-pressure
problems were identified by the ESSM
students.

Once a month, pharmacy professor
Dr. Gary Bumgarner and students
conduct a diabetes education program.
(See related story.)

In April, the ESSM department
took more than 50 students, four faculty
and a volunteer medical doctor to the
Marion High School, where they
screened some 160 students. “More
importantly, our students did a great

job of interacting with the junior high
and high school students,” said Dr.
Chuck Sands.

Many of the projects fall in line
with Samford’s emphasis on service
learning, a program Lynette M. Sandley
directs.

“Service learning engages students
in community and academics, and
ideally is reciprocal, meaning that
community, students and the university
all benefit. Service learning is one of the
best ways to engage in holistic
learning—body, mind and soul,” said
Sandley, who believes that “people often
have to be exposed before they can be
‘called.”” She points to a medical soci-
ology course in which class members
built wheelchair ramps for two indigent
families. (See related story.)

“Not only did this experience
challenge them to dig in regarding the
course material in medical sociology